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These reference tables contain statistics of the total population in the overall oceania and several countries in it. We also 
compare the projections made for these countries in 2017 and 2019. The graph besides each table shows the total 
population of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the total 
population. Each circle represents a certain year.

The whole region, as well as the four countries presented here, is projected to have a slightly larger population in 2100
than it was projected to have before in the UN report.

n it was projected before in the 2017 UN report.
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Total human population, with projections from 2017 UN report, Oceania, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2017 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 0.559 1
1000 0.00 0.621  
1500 0.00 0.684  
1600 0.00 0.684  
1700 0.00 0.684  
1820 0.00 0.539  
1825 0.00 0.538  
1830 0.00 0.534  
1835 0.01 0.549  
1840 0.02 0.609  
1845 0.03 0.713 1845
1850 0.06 0.864  
1855 0.09 1.357 1855
1860 0.08 1.812  
1865 0.08 2.180  
1870 0.07 2.568 1870
1875 0.08 2.834  
1880 0.12 3.377 1880
1885 0.13 4.057  
1890 0.12 4.688  
1895 0.10 5.214  
1900 0.09 5.653  
1905 0.11 6.119
1910 0.13 6.737 1910
1911 0.21 6.919
1912 0.23 7.151
1913 0.20 7.387
1914 0.11 7.552  
1915 0.02 7.611  
1916 -0.01 7.594 1916
1917 0.05 7.584 1917
1918 0.18 7.691
1919 0.26 7.940 1919
1920 0.22 8.202 1920
1921 0.17 8.372
1922 0.18 8.549
1923 0.18 8.729
1924 0.17 8.911
1930 0.13 9.896  
1935 0.09 10.309  
1940 0.09 10.786 1940
1941 0.08 10.863
1942 0.08 10.953
1943 0.09 11.024  
1944 0.13 11.141 1944
1945 0.17 11.282  
1946 0.19 11.476
1947 0.20 11.653 1947
1948 0.26 11.868 1948
1949 0.39 12.168
1950 0.40 12.648 1950
1951 0.31 12.971
1952 0.30 13.276
1953 0.30 13.572 1953
1954 0.30 13.871  
1955 0.33 14.177 1955
1960 0.34 15.825 1960
1965 0.36 17.571 1965
1966 0.42 17.983
1967 0.44 18.417
1968 0.44 18.862 1968
1969 0.43 19.300
1970 0.41 19.718 1970
1971 0.39 20.114
1972 0.37 20.490
1973 0.35 20.846
1974 0.33 21.184
1975 0.31 21.507  
1976 0.30 21.812
1977 0.29 22.102 1977
1978 0.29 22.388
1979 0.31 22.685
1980 0.33 23.005 1980
1981 0.36 23.352
1982 0.38 23.722
1983 0.40 24.113
1984 0.41 24.518
1985 0.42 24.929 1985
1986 0.42 25.348
1987 0.43 25.775
1988 0.43 26.207
1989 0.43 26.640
1990 0.43 27.071 1990
1991 0.43 27.501
1992 0.43 27.929
1993 0.42 28.353
1994 0.42 28.772
1995 0.41 29.185  
1996 0.41 29.593
1997 0.40 29.997 1997
1998 0.41 30.401
1999 0.41 30.811
2000 0.42 31.229 2000
2001 0.43 31.657
2002 0.45 32.094
2003 0.47 32.552 2003
2004 0.51 33.040
2005 0.55 33.568 2005
2006 0.59 34.138
2007 0.62 34.747
2008 0.63 35.380 2008
2009 0.63 36.014
2010 0.61 36.636 2010
2011 0.59 37.238
2012 0.58 37.824
2013 0.57 38.399
2014 0.57 38.970
2015 0.57 39.543 2015
2016 0.57 40.117
2017 0.57 40.691
2018 0.57 41.261
2019 0.56 41.826
2020 0.55 42.384 2020
2030 0.51 47.683 2030
2040 0.47 52.572 2040
2050 0.43 57.121 2050
2060 0.38 61.200 2060
2070 0.32 64.737 2070
2080 0.26 67.688 2080
2090 0.21 70.021 2090
2100 0.15 71.823 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Oceania, total human population, with UN 2017 projections, 1-2100 

From 1851 to 1913 the trend 
was dominated by gold rushes. 
The population actually fell from 
conscription during WWI but 
rebounded in 1919 with a new 
peak growth rate.. It hardly rose 
in 1939 and 1940 as men from 
the continent were drafted to 
fight in WWII.

Between 1997 and 2008 there was rapid 
acceleration in the growth of the population which 
peaked in 2008 with rapid slowdown through to 
2012 and then a less rapid decline in the rate of 
population growth. Migration from other parts of the 
world remains a key driver of current population 
growth.

Immediately after the Second World War the 
continent experienced an increase in migration, 
especially into Australia and New Zealand from 
Britain, as well as a baby boom. That was revived 
again in the 1960s but the period from 1968 to 
1977 saw population growth slowdown

By 2050 the total population of Oceania is 
projected to reach 57 million and by 2100 72 

million with 42 million people in Australia, 20m 
in Papua New Guinea, 6m in New Zealand, 

1.5m in the Solomon Islands, 0.8m in Fiji and 
the rest in very small islands.

Given that immigration has been such a key 
driver of population growth in much of 
Oceania, the projections which are made 
mainly using birth and death rates are unlikely 
to be that accurate. Low lying Pacific islands 
may depopulate faster than this. Australia may 
become far more uncomfortably hot. Or there 
could be a renewed exodus from the Northern 
Hemisphere to the Southern. We cannot know.

In year 1 the population was about 
0.5 million, reaching 1 million in the 
1850s, 2 million in the 1860s, 4 
million in the 1880s, 8 million in 1920, 
16 million in the 1960s, 32 million in 
2001 and 42 million in 2020.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Oceania, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 0.559 1
1000 0.00 0.621  
1500 0.00 0.684  
1600 0.00 0.684  
1700 0.00 0.684  
1820 0.00 0.539  
1825 0.00 0.538  
1830 0.00 0.534  
1835 0.01 0.549  
1840 0.02 0.609  
1845 0.03 0.713 1845
1850 0.06 0.864  
1855 0.09 1.357 1855
1860 0.08 1.812  
1865 0.08 2.180  
1870 0.07 2.568 1870
1875 0.08 2.834  
1880 0.12 3.377 1880
1885 0.13 4.057  
1890 0.12 4.688  
1895 0.10 5.214  
1900 0.09 5.653  
1905 0.11 6.119
1910 0.13 6.737 1910
1911 0.21 6.919
1912 0.23 7.151
1913 0.20 7.387
1914 0.11 7.552  
1915 0.02 7.611  
1916 -0.01 7.594 1916
1917 0.05 7.584 1917
1918 0.18 7.691
1919 0.26 7.940 1919
1920 0.22 8.202 1920
1921 0.17 8.372
1922 0.18 8.549
1923 0.18 8.729
1924 0.17 8.911
1930 0.13 9.896  
1935 0.09 10.309  
1940 0.09 10.786 1940
1941 0.08 10.863
1942 0.08 10.953
1943 0.09 11.024  
1944 0.13 11.141 1944
1945 0.17 11.282  
1946 0.19 11.476
1947 0.20 11.653 1947
1948 0.26 11.868 1948
1949 0.32 12.168
1950 0.38 12.976 1950
1951 0.28 13.266
1952 0.28 13.543
1953 0.28 13.818 1953
1954 0.29 14.099  
1955 0.32 14.393 1955
1960 0.34 16.022 1960
1965 0.36 17.769 1965
1966 0.42 18.181
1967 0.44 18.617
1968 0.44 19.064 1968
1969 0.43 19.503
1970 0.41 19.922 1970
1971 0.39 20.318
1972 0.37 20.694
1973 0.35 21.050
1974 0.33 21.388
1975 0.31 21.710  
1976 0.30 22.015
1977 0.29 22.305 1977
1978 0.29 22.592
1979 0.31 22.891
1980 0.34 23.212 1980
1981 0.36 23.561
1982 0.38 23.935
1983 0.40 24.329
1984 0.41 24.736
1985 0.42 25.151 1985
1986 0.43 25.573
1987 0.43 26.002
1988 0.43 26.435
1989 0.43 26.868
1990 0.43 27.299 1990
1991 0.42 27.725
1992 0.42 28.148
1993 0.42 28.566
1994 0.41 28.980
1995 0.41 29.390  
1996 0.41 29.796
1997 0.41 30.202 1997
1998 0.41 30.607
1999 0.41 31.014
2000 0.41 31.425 2000
2001 0.41 31.838
2002 0.43 32.255
2003 0.46 32.691 2003
2004 0.50 33.166
2005 0.55 33.690 2005
2006 0.61 34.271
2007 0.65 34.901
2008 0.66 35.561 2008
2009 0.66 36.225
2010 0.64 36.873 2010
2011 0.62 37.498
2012 0.60 38.105
2013 0.59 38.696
2014 0.58 39.279
2015 0.58 39.859 2015
2016 0.57 40.436
2017 0.57 41.007
2018 0.56 41.571
2019 0.55 42.128
2020 0.53 42.678 2020
2030 0.51 47.919 2030
2040 0.47 52.814 2040
2050 0.44 57.376 2050
2060 0.41 61.612 2060
2070 0.37 65.486 2070
2080 0.33 68.974 2080
2090 0.30 72.084 2090
2100 0.26 74.916 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Oceania, total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100 

This sheet is the same as sheet 3 
Total2017 for Oceania except for 
showing the revised projections in the 
2019 UN population report. Now 
Oceania is still projected to have 57 
million population by 2050 but 75 
million by 2100, compared to 72 million 
in the 2017 report.

The data since 1950 have been revised 
in the new 2019 UN report. Now the 
whole Oceania is reported to have a 
smaller population thant it was 
estimated in the 2017 UN report.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Australia, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.000 0.356 1
1000 0.000 0.396
1500 0.000 0.445
1600 0.000 0.445
1700 -0.001 0.445
1820 -0.001 0.330
1830 0.004 0.326
1840 0.014 0.415 1840
1850 0.045 0.598
1860 0.058 1.312 1860
1870 0.043 1.756 1870
1880 0.066 2.173
1890 0.076 3.073 1890
1900 0.063 3.700 1900
1910 0.080 4.328
1920 0.104 5.300 1920
1930 0.083 6.399
1940 0.089 6.966 1940
1950 0.147 8.177 1950
1955 0.206 9.166
1960 0.215 10.242 1960
1965 0.255 11.313 1965
1970 0.246 12.793 1970
1975 0.180 13.773 1975
1980 0.189 14.588 1980
1985 0.237 15.664 1985
1990 0.233 16.961 1990
1995 0.203 17.993 1995
2000 0.219 18.991 2000
2005 0.316 20.179 2005
2010 0.375 22.155 2010
2015 0.335 23.933 2015
2020 0.283 25.500 2020
2030 0.254 28.177 2030
2040 0.232 30.572 2040
2050 0.219 32.814 2050
2060 0.207 34.950 2060
2070 0.197 36.961 2070
2080 0.195 38.900 2080
2090 0.199 40.855 2090
2100 0.203 42.877 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Australia total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100 

The projections made in 2019 are 
approximately the same as those made in 
2017. For both projections, Australia is 
projected to have 33 million people in 2050, 
and about 42 million people in 2100. But in 
2015 both those projections were for about 6 
million more people.

From year 1 to 1700 Australia’s 
population was probably around 0.4 
million. Subsequently Eurasian diseases 
(smallpox, measles and influenza) killed 
40-60% of the Aboriginal population. 
Immigration and colonisation resulted in 
the population going over 0.5 million in 
the 1850, 1m in the 1860, 2m in the 
1876, 4m in 1903, 8m in 1950, 16 m in 
1987 and reached 25.5m in 2020. 
Growth peaked periodically between 
1851 and 1913 mainly due to gold 
rushes. The population fell during WWI 
with growth subsequently peaking in 
1919, again in 1965, 1985, finally in 
2010.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, New Zealand, 1000-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1000 0.000 0.010 1000
1500 0.000 0.100
1600 0.000 0.100
1700 0.000 0.100
1820 0.000 0.100
1830 -0.002 0.100
1840 -0.001 0.070
1850 0.003 0.090 1850
1860 0.010 0.132 1860
1870 0.019 0.291 1870
1880 0.019 0.520 1880
1890 0.014 0.665 1890
1900 0.019 0.807 1900
1910 0.022 1.045 1910
1920 0.022 1.241 1920
1930 0.020 1.493 1930
1940 0.021 1.636 1940
1950 0.033 1.908 1950
1955 0.046 2.136 1955
1960 0.049 2.373 1960
1965 0.045 2.627 1965
1970 0.046 2.818 1970
1975 0.033 3.083 1975
1980 0.019 3.147 1980
1985 0.025 3.268 1985
1990 0.041 3.398 1990
1995 0.046 3.675 1995
2000 0.046 3.859 2000
2005 0.051 4.135 2005
2010 0.048 4.370 2010
2015 0.045 4.615 2015
2020 0.037 4.822 2020
2030 0.031 5.173 2030
2040 0.022 5.433 2040
2050 0.015 5.608 2050
2060 0.011 5.727 2060
2070 0.010 5.837 2070
2080 0.007 5.928 2080
2090 0.004 5.971 2090
2100 0.001 6.008 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

New Zealand total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1000-2100

The projections made in 2019 
are approximatly the same as 
those made in 2017. For both 
projections, New Zealand is 
projected to have around 6 
millon people in both 2050 and 
2100.

From 1000 to 1700 the population of New Zealand was probably 
around 0.1 million. Between 1770 and 1900 the Māori population 
fell by 50% due to Eurasian diseases, war and despair. 
Immigration and colonization from the 1850s on restored the 
total population to 0.3 million by 1870, 1m by 1910, 2m in 1950, 
4m by 1985 and 4.8m in 2020. The growth rate peaked in 1960 
and again in 2005.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Papua New Guinea, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019 - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 0.017 2.002 1950
1955 0.025 2.086 1955
1960 0.040 2.256 1960
1965 0.053 2.485 1965
1970 0.065 2.783 1970
1975 0.079 3.140 1975
1980 0.094 3.571 1980
1985 0.104 4.081 1985
1990 0.111 4.616 1990
1995 0.123 5.187 1995
2000 0.131 5.848 2000
2005 0.146 6.495 2005
2010 0.161 7.311 2010
2015 0.164 8.108 2015
2020 0.171 8.947 2020
2025 0.176 9.818 2025
2030 0.179 10.709 2030
2035 0.178 11.607 2035
2040 0.175 12.493 2040
2045 0.171 13.361 2045
2050 0.165 14.204 2050
2055 0.158 15.013 2055
2060 0.150 15.785 2060
2065 0.139 16.510 2065
2070 0.127 17.180 2070
2075 0.114 17.783 2075
2080 0.100 18.321 2080
2085 0.086 18.786 2085
2090 0.073 19.183 2090
2095 0.060 19.515 2095
2100 0.047 19.783 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Papua New Guinea total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100

The projections for Papua 
New Guinea’s population by 
2050 have crept up from 
13million in 2012 to 14 million 
in 2019, and for the 
population by 2100 from 17 
to 20 million over the same 
period..

The population Papua New 
Guinea was probably about 
0.5 million in the 1890s, rising 
gradually to 1m by 1927, 2m 
by 1962, 4m by 1992, 8m by 
2014 and 9m by 2020. 
Growth is expected to peak 
around 2030.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Fiji, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019  - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 0.009 0.289 1950
1955 0.010 0.335 1955
1960 0.013 0.393 1960
1965 0.013 0.464 1965
1970 0.011 0.521 1970
1975 0.011 0.577 1975
1980 0.014 0.635 1980
1985 0.009 0.712 1985
1990 0.006 0.729 1990
1995 0.008 0.775 1995
2000 0.005 0.811 2000
2005 0.005 0.822
2010 0.005 0.860 2010
2015 0.004 0.869 2015
2020 0.006 0.896 2020
2025 0.007 0.930
2030 0.007 0.966 2030
2035 0.006 0.998
2040 0.005 1.027 2040
2045 0.004 1.051
2050 0.004 1.071 2050
2055 0.003 1.087
2060 0.002 1.099 2060
2065 0.001 1.107
2070 0.000 1.111 2070
2075 0.000 1.112
2080 -0.001 1.110 2080
2085 -0.001 1.104
2090 -0.002 1.095 2090
2095 -0.003 1.083
2100 -0.004 1.067 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Fiji total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100 

The population in Fiji is 
projected to peak around 
2075 be 1.1 million in 2100 
compared to previous 
projections of 0.79m in 2012, 
0.70m in 2015 and 0.85m in 
2017.

Fiji is an archipelago of over 
330 islands, a third 
permanently inhabited. In 
1875 the population was 
perhaps 0.12 million, but 
about a third then died from 
an imported measles 
epidemic. By 1891 it was back 
to 0.12 million by 1911, 0.14m 
by 1936, 0.3m by 1950, 0.6m 
by 1980, and 0.9m by 2020. 
The peak growth rate was in 
1980.




